[image: image1.png]



Press release




  Fällanden, 22nd November 2008

PRODEX 2008 had a record number of visitors

An impressive demonstration of the "real economy"

The PRODEX international trade fair for machine tools, tools and production measurement held from 18 to 22 November in the Basel Exhibition Centre can be described as a complete success. The 325 exhibitors, who are spread out over an area of about 20,000 square metres, and represent more than 900 suppliers, welcomed 28,195 trade visitors during the five days of the trade fair.

This corresponds to an increase of about 10% and is a new record number of visitors for this industry event held for the fourth time, and in view of the current economic conditions is more than just a reasonable success.

Thus the manufacturing industry, which is described using the fashionable new term ‘real economy’, is apparently not – or at least not yet – letting itself be deterred by the media propagating a rather negative general atmosphere. It is still planning to make investments, something which is also confirmed by the exhibitors. No supplier seems to have heard of any cancelled projects, but they all point out the fact that the implementation will probably be delayed slightly, and that it is therefore not very easy at the present time to make projections about business after the trade fair.

The stream of visitors can be attributed to the fact that PRODEX represents the ready-to-use production technology areas of machine tools, precision tools, production measurement, and automated manufacturing, as well as hardware and software, and associated services.

The responsible people in the metal processing sector of the real economy know very well that Switzerland can only remain a production site if the latest and most innovative production technologies are used.

PRODEX is a trade fair and visitors to PRODEX are therefore top specialists. A high proportion of them come from the metal processing and refining industry, i.e. from the machine-building and automobile manufacturing industry, and from the supply industry, as well as from the tool and mould-making sector. Many PRODEX trade visitors do not go to any other trade fairs.

It is evident that the concept of a process-chain trade fair not only convinces the exhibitors but is also very popular with the trade visitors. The high proportion from the French-speaking part of Switzerland is also pleasing. This is yet another positive sign for the Basel Exhibition Centre.

Practically all of the exhibitors are very satisfied with how PRODEX went. For this reason, it is hardly surprising that most of the exhibitors have signalled their intention to take part again in two years. The two industry associations tecnoswiss and Swissmem will continue to support PRODEX ideologically – the contracts have already been signed for the next two events. ‘The exchange of information between machine builders and traders is very important. The associations Swissmem and tecnoswiss represent the same interests and the close cooperation with the organiser of PRODEX, Exhibit & More AG, is indispensable for a successful trade fair presence,’ says Ana-Maria Utzinger-Auer, President of the Metal Group at tecnoswiss. 

The first day of the trade fair, which is also known as 'succession planning day', was entirely dedicated to young people. Apprentices and students not only enjoyed free entry, but were also rewarded by the trade fair organiser Exhibit & More AG with a free snack.

However, the highlight of the day was the qualifier for the professional world championship for design engineers, automation engineers and electronics engineers, which was conducted under the auspices of SWISSMEM. The best-placing individuals at the Swiss professional championship were eligible to take part in this final qualifier and faced challenging tasks, in order to qualify for WorldSkills next autumn in Calgary, Canada.

Another highlight was the presentation of the inaugural PRODEX Award, which rewards innovations or decisive improvements in the subject areas of tools, machine tools and production measurement.

PRODEX also identified some clear technological trends. The rough classification into high performance and standard machines can be transferred to the controls. The trend towards using highly productive complete processing systems is resulting in an increasing number of milling and turning centres. There is also a clear trend towards using industrial robots more frequently for automated manufacturing, and not just for sheet metal working. These complex automation aids are used in modern manufacturing plants for handling workpieces, but the same device is often also used for measuring tasks.

Moreover, innovative manufacturing solutions can increasingly be classified into plants for serial and for general manufacturers. The main criteria for the serial manufacturers are first and foremost the unit price, and the amount of space required. These elements are of course also important for the general manufacturers. The latter are, however, also looking for devices which are user-friendly, easy to programme and simple to install.

You will find the final report and images of the trade fair on the website www.prodex.ch
The next PRODEX will take place from 16 to 20 November 2010 in Basel. 
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PRODEX 2008 through the eyes of the exhibitors:

‘PRODEX 08 enabled heaps of contacts to be made, generated a lot of new offers and resulted in very high order intake.’

Silvio B. Lehmann, Managing Director of DMG Schweiz AG, Dübendorf

‘Think smart – work smart – earn smart; we want to live by our care message Your Success in Focus with this attitude. The success and competitiveness of our customers takes top priority.’

Marcel Bellorini, Coromant Manager at Sandvik AG, Sandvik Coromant, Lucerne

‘It is pleasing to see how motivated and optimistic the machining industry is in respect of the future.’

Markus Fässler, Assistant Director/Sales Manager at Josef Binkert AG, Wallisellen

‘It is important to Kuka that as many applications as possible can be demonstrated in the machine tool industry. This industry has become an important customer for automation with robots.’

Martin Bertschi, Managing Director of Kuka Roboter Schweiz AG, Dietikon

‘PRODEX is an important platform for Leica Microsystems to be able to present innovations on the market. This year, we were able to achieve great success in two different ways. First of all, the new Leica DMC-3D measuring system for analysing surfaces with Z resolution in nm and sub nm range was presented and secondly, we achieved a top ranking at the PRODEX Award Ceremony for the Leica-FusionOptics-System M205C.’

Christian Hofmann, Qualified Engineer, Sales Manager Industry, Austria Switzerland, Leica Microsystems (Schweiz) AG, Heerbrugg

‘PRODEX was a success for us as usual. Above all, the direct trade fair business greatly exceeded our expectations.’

Sylvia Kirchhofer, Market Manager at TESA SA, Renens

‘PRODEX has been confirmed as an important meeting platform in our opinion. Expert trade visitors were on-site with specific requests. We will definitely be exhibiting again in 2010!’

Peter Brühwiler, Managing Director of Mitutoyo (Schweiz) AG, Urdorf

‘PRODEX is an important platform for us, in order to maintain relationships with customers and to present new products. The high number of young people in training was also pleasing. In spite of the global financial crisis, there is a positive atmosphere at the trade fair.’

Beat Löffel, Sales & Marketing Manager at ALESA AG, Seengen

‘We were very satisfied with the quality of the visitors – they came with clear orders. PRODEX is the most important platform for us to be able to present our products.’

Urs Grütter, Managing Director of J.H. Brigel AG, Stäfa 
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